This third volume in a series is a collection of thirty-two papers covering most aspects of the broad field of schizophrenia research, ranging from classical and theoretical considerations through biochemical and physiological studies to therapy. Papers were chosen for inclusion from suggestions made by an International Advisory Board, or on the basis of the editor's personal preference. Except for two original contributions, all papers have been published previously between July 1971 and December 1972. Among the Journals that published the original articles, the Archives of General Psychiatry, the British Journal of Psychiatry and the American Journal of Psychiatry were most often represented. It is a solid, well-bound volume, free of typographical errors and production defects. The quality of the papers is high and the writing clear. The reviewer's only regret is that initial summaries which formed part of the articles when they appeared in journals were excluded when the papers were compiled into book form.
As a review of research in this field during 1971 and 1972, the book fulfills its purpose admirably. Several of the papers are outstanding reviews of highly specialized research, for example Brendan Maher's "The Language of Schizophrenia", Zerbin-Riidin's paper on genetic research, and "Biochemical and Sleep Studies of Schizophrenia: A Review of the Literature, 1960-1970", by R. J. Wyatt et al. This last mentioned concise and comprehensive article indicates clearly the many pitfalls of clinical research and how easy it is to be misled when eagerness to find the origin of such a disabling disorder as schizophrenia is not tempered with a desire to detect and control extraneous variables affecting the experimental group. Even if the article had no other virtues, it could be recommended on this basis alone for residents planning to sit speciality examinations.
A short review of this book cannot do justice to the broad scope of the studies reported and the tolerant but critical approach to research problems in the many fine papers it contains. Much of the enthusiasm of the authors is conveyed in their writing, adding to the enjoyment of reading this publication, which is well worth the price.
P. C. S. Hoaken, M.D.
Kingston, Ontario
Brain Damage and Mental Retardation -A Psychological Evaluation, 2nd Edition, Ed. J. L. Khanna, Springfield, Illinois, Charles C. Thomas, pp. 227, $8.75,1973. This, a second edition of the edited proceedings of a February 1966 conference, is divided into nine chapters and each is followed by a brief comment by one or more dicussants. The first is an overview which emphasizes that evaluation should lead to remediation and treatment. The second is on the conceptual issues involved in evaluating brain damage. A quotation from this chapter typifies much of the discussion of brain damage and retardation, "If we know a child is hyperactive, dis-
